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Newsreel was a
production and distribution
company founded in 1967 in
response to the political
turmoil that surrounded the
Vietham War and the Civil
Rights movement. Its mission
was to find audiences for
socially relevant
documentaries with a New Left
perspective.

Shunning the
professional polish of
mainstream productions,
Newsreel embraced the
aesthetic of raw immediacy
that was prevalent in the
newly flourishing underground
press, rock music, cinema
verite and poster art. The
student movement
(COLUMBIA REVOLT), racism
(BLACK PANTHER) and
Vietnam (NO GAME; PEOPLE’S
WAR) were among the
subjects Newsreel addressed.
Feminist consciousness raising
efforts were documented in
films such as THE WOMAN'S
FILM, produced collectively by
women, and MAKEOUT. Films
made in association with
Newsreel were strongly
influenced by the film style of
Santiago Alvarez, who headed
Cuban newsreel production
units after the 1959
revolution. His films, such as
L.B.J. and NOW omitted
narration in favor of collages
of found materials, stills,
newsreel footage and
fragments from speeches.
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California Newsreel
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Films like Third World Newsreel's Namibia: Independence Now! (1985),
pictured here, sought to increase awareness and activism by addressing

political issues around the world.

In the early 1970’s,
many Newsreel offices
disbanded. Today, Third World
Newsreel in New York and
California Newsreel in San
Francisco continue to produce
and distribute films which take
a leftist position on subjects
such as the role of South
African women in the
movement against apartheid
(YOU HAVE STRUCK A
ROCKY!), the situation in
Central America (THE
MARRIAGE DINNER;
CHRONICLE OF HOPE:
NICARAGUA), feminism
(PERMANENT WAVE), women
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in prison (INSIDE WOMEN
INSIDE), the history of
Chinese immigrants in New
York (FROM SPIKES TO
SPINDLES) and battered wives
and child abuse (TO LOVE,
HONOR, AND OBEY;
SUZANNE, SUZANNE).
California Newsreel has also
produced exposes of
multinational corporations
(CONTROLLING INTEREST)
and economics in the Reagan
administration (THE BUSINESS
OF AMERICA).
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Films
(this is only a partial list — consult the Archive Research and Study Center for further listings)

Black Panther (1968). Newsreel. Director unknown. Study Copy: VA 6623 M.
No Game (1968). Newsreel. Director unknown. Study Copy: VA 6613 M.
People’s War (1969). Newsreel. Director unknown. Study Copy: VA 6631 M.

The Woman'’s Film (1971). San Francisco Newsreel. Director unknown. Study Copy:
VA 6628 M.

The Marriage Dinner (1986). Third World Newsreel. Director unknown. Study Copy: VA 6611 M.

From Spikes to Spindles (1976). Third World Newsreel. Director, Christine Choy. Study Copy:
VA 6619 M.

Controlling Interest (1978). California Newsreel. Director unknown. Study Copy: VA 6625 M.

Permanent Wave (1986). Films Now/ Third World Newsreel. Directors, Christine Choy and Renée
Tajima. Study Copy: VA 6617 M.

Namibia: Independence Now! (1985). Third World Newsreel. Directors, Christine Choy and Pearl
Bowser. Study Copy: VA 6608 M.

Suzanne, Suzanne (1982). Third World Newsreel. Directors, Camille Billops and James V. Hatch. Study
Copy: VA 6605 M.

Print Resources
(for more information consult the UCLA Arts Library)

Third World Newsreel (Film/Video Catalogue). New York: Newsreel, 1998.

Nichols, William James. Newsreel Microform: Documentary Filmmaking on the American Left (1971-
1975). UCLA PhD Thesis, 1978.
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